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sistent enough to produce a certain amount of rough and
practical peace, and it presents one of the most remark-
able, satisfactory, and instructive pictures in the modern
history of Europe.1 Here again Walpole departed from
the old tradition of his own party. It was enough to
make King William's Whigs turn in their grave, that
the influence of George I. should have procured a
cardinal's hat for a prime minister of France; that the
British ambassador should be concerting military plans
at Versailles with Marshal Berwick, the son of King
James; and that a serious proposal should come to
King George to allow his eldest daughter to turn
Catholic and marry Louis XV.

Between 1725 and 1731 the positions of Spain and
the Empire underwent incessant change. The congress
of Cambrai had long been sitting under the auspices of
Groat Britain and France as mediators, to compose the
differences arising out of their rivalry. Europe was
suddenly informed that the rivals had composed their
own differences and made the Treaty of Vienna (1725).
The emperor, Spain, and Eussia drew themselves up
in line against the rest of Europe. England's direct
concern lay in certain secret articles that were alleged
to exist, by which Spain was to be supported in attack-
ing Gibraltar, tho emperor to bo supported in the Ostend
Company and Ma other maritime and commercial de-
signs, and the Pretender to bo supported by the Empire,
Spain, and Eussia. Tho immediate retort to the Treaty
of Vienna was the Treaty of Hanover (September 1725)
between England, Franco, and Prussia, This combina-

1 For tho French view of Walpolo's influence over Floury, see
St, Simon, xv. 825 (ad. 1874).i in the north ngftiriit thery again. Wiping his eyea,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